
Script Analysis Checklist for Actors

Scene Breakdown

• Identify scene function (Exposition, conflict, resolution).

• Understand context: location, time, circumstances.

• Spot emotional turning points and subtext.

Dialogue Analysis

• Recognize character's voice, slang, rhythm.

• Identify subtext and hidden motives.

• Observe power shifts in dialogue.

Action & Movement Cues

• Analyze actions reflecting mindset.

• Interpret body language & emotional gestures.

• Note stage directions & pauses.

Relationships & Interactions

• Define character dynamics and stakes.

• Identify hidden motivations & conflicts.

• Observe relationship evolution.

Emotional Mapping

• Map emotional beats and shifts.

• Show transitions through voice & movement.

• Ensure emotional authenticity.

Objectives & Obstacles

• Clarify character’s goal & importance.

• Identify internal & external obstacles.

• Note tactics for overcoming challenges.

Applying the Analysis

• Make intentional choices in performance.

• Refine emotional authenticity in rehearsal.

• Experiment with timing & intensity.


